Massachusetts State College Athletic Conference Meeting

Friday, January 15, 2010

Kennesaw Room, Hyatt Regency, Atlanta, Georgia
PRESENT:  John Harper (Bridgewater State), Sue Lauder, Michelle Walsh, Dr. Robert Antonucci, Dr. Mike Fiorentino (Fitchburg State), Tom Kelley, Carey Eggen (Framingham State), Scott Nichols (MCLA), Jim Seavey (Massachusetts Maritime, MASCAC), Tim Shea, Jason Doviak (Salem State), Dick Lenfest, Diana Schwartz (Westfield State), Sue Chapman, John Meany, Sibyl Brownlee (Worcester State)

GUEST:  Michael Letzeisen (ECAC)

The meeting was called to order at 1:32 pm.

The December 2, 2009 meeting minutes were approved unanimously (Seavey, Shea).

COMMISSIONER'S REPORT

*Hardship waiver--one received by Westfield State for baseball--waiver granted without problem.

*Cross Country Meet Hosting Rotation--MASCAC/Alliance rotation set through 2015 (chart attached).  John Harper indicated that Bridgewater State may enter the outdoor track hosting rotation in near future with facility construction. Motion to approve rotation schedule for cross country rotation approved unanimously (Nichols, Shea).

Michael Letzeisen (ECAC) spoke to the group regarding information on the ECAC and upcoming events.  The 2010 Fall Convention will be in Hyannis.  Attached sheet highlighted 2009 MASCAC Fall Awards, staff update and ECAC Strategic Plan.  A question and answer session followed with the group.

*SMA - Product Category List attached.  Angela has been working with President's Council on contract.  Each institutional contact will have five business days to approve any changes.  SMA will need list of exemptions as well as copies of all style guides associated with marks.  The conference will pay one travel fee for SMA, not individual travel fees—fee will be taken out of licensing revenues.
PRESIDENT'S REPORT - Tom Kelley

*Final Legislation Review - 1,2,5,6,7,8,9 - 20 or more commissioners supported

3 & 4 - large percentage of conferences undecided, AAU component may be pulled out of 3.

Concern was expressed on future legislation regarding earmarking by-law and current interpretation.

OLD BUSINESS

*Strategic Initiative Grant Requisition (Tier 2) - see attached chart.  Tier 2 monies still to be determined—different calculations are being used for Tier 3, which could hurt conference.  Year four flexibility in Tier 2 taken away—more information to come from NCAA.  Motion to accept Tier 2 rotation as proposed, but changes can be made as needed (Nichols, Shea)--approved unanimously.

*Strategic Plan Questionnaire--survey draft for goals and objectives on conference strategic plan.  Rough draft of letter and survey reviewed--discussion ensued on possible changes to both documents.  A separate meeting will take place to devote time to review of letter and survey--Angela will determine if March 24th meeting will be devoted to discussion of issues.

NEW BUSINESS

*Commissioners' Forfeit Committee--Angela has been working with Division III Commissioners on different forfeit and vacating of contest situations.  Scenarios were reviewed and discussion took place with Division I & II leaders to determine their respective course of action.  Rules vary in terminology and action for both forfeit and vacate situations. Discussion on the inconsistency in interpretation of meaning of forfeit or vacate ensued, and the conference would like to see greater consistency in the playing rules across the board.  Conference not in favor of implementing fine system in Division III and keeping decision-making within conference structure.

*40th Anniversary Committee Selection Criteria--should individual student-athletes have graduated from their institution to be eligible for selection as 40 Greatest Moments and should selection criteria be tightened?  Tom Kelley said there had been discussion on setting sights on 50th Anniversary instead of 40th--economic constraints could prohibit an extensive celebration of 40th Anniversary.  A 40th Anniversary logo is being developed.  The committee will be asked to compile total numbers (national championships, All-Americas, Academic All-Americas, “final four” appearances, all-region, former student-athletes in the pros, etc.) for marketing and public relations purposes.
*Ice Hockey Affiliates--Tim Shea continued discussion from December meeting about possible invitation of new affiliates for men's ice hockey league, in particular UMass Boston and Southern Maine.  Discussion ensued with the consensus being to continue to wait to gauge situation.

*Commissioners Meeting Agenda Items/White Papers--Addition to Tier 1 Grant for Racial & Ethnic Minorities to be awarded every other year.  SID's will get funding on annual basis.  SWA Professional Development funds cannot be used to send female AD's to events.  FAR Institute piloted for 2010-11 in Indianapolis--details being worked out. NACWAA fee to attend went from $2,250.00 to $250.00, and fees to attend Leadership Enhancement Institute went from $1,100.00 to $500.00.  Drug-testing data review to continue.  Letters from Salem State and Massachusetts Maritime on USILA Lacrosse officials situation to be forwarded.

NEW BUSINESS

*Tim Shea expressed concern over potential presidential direction of divisional dominant legislation.  

*Commissioner's evaluation timeline--Tom Kelley will distribute items.

*Jim Seavey asked for discussion on MASCAC women's lacrosse league at Annual Meeting.

Next meeting on Wednesday, March 24th at Worcester State at 10:00 a.m.  Annual meeting set for May 24-26 at Massachusetts Maritime.

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:56 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Seavey

MASCAC Media Relations Director

