Massachusetts State Collegiate Athletic Conference
Spring Athletic Directors Annual Meeting
Monday-Tuesday, May 20-21, 2013
The Beachmoor at Massachusetts Maritime, Buzzards Bay, Massachusetts

PRESENT:	Marybeth Lamb, Mike Storey, Sue Tangen-Crosby (Bridgewater State); Sue Lauder, Merry MacDonald (Fitchburg State); Tom Kelley, Carey Eggen (Framingham State); Scott Nichols, Dot Houston (MCLA); Trish O’Brien, Jim Seavey (Massachusetts Maritime); Tim Shea, Jason Doviak, Nicolle Wood (Salem State); Dick Lenfest, Nancy Bals (Westfield State); John Meany, Karen Tessmer, Kelly Downs (Worcester State)

The meeting was called to order at 10:37 a.m. on Monday.

Motion to approve March 20 minutes as amended (change in first name from Sean to Trish O’Brien)
(Kelley, O’Brien) unanimously.

Conference Awards.  Jim Seavey suggested that in lieu of a Presidential Sportsmanship Award that a
citation honoring Framingham State men’s cross country student-athlete Robert Wheeler for his actions at
the finish line of the Boston Marathon be made.  Motion (Lamb, Shea) to honor Wheeler as this year’s
MASCAC Presidential Sportsmanship Award and submitted to NCAA for consideration approved
unanimously.

Review of respective Scholar-Athlete and NCAA Woman of the Year nominees ensued.  After discussion
and voting, the 2012-13 recipients are as follows:

Male Scholar-Athlete of the Year:  Tom Gauger, Westfield State
Female Scholar-Athlete of the Year:  Molly Rouillard, Bridgewater State
NCAA Woman of the Year:  Rachael Cardin, Westfield State

Motion made that all conference year-end awards (Kelley, Lenfest) be submitted no later than a week
prior to the date of the annual meeting approved unanimously.  Rationale was to allow for institutions to
include additional information from spring championships, institutional year-end awards and any other
athletic and academic honors earned.  Athletic Directors will distribute their respective award nominees
directly to Commissioner and all Athletic Directors.

Commissioner’s Report
No hardship waivers submitted for consideration.  Administrative Manual, Bylaws, Constitution &
Championships Summary of motions to be incorporated into working documents during summer.  Review
of SIG grant funds and rotation—possible trade of FAR monies involving Salem State.

Review of conference budget ensued.  Questions on increase of commissioner’s and media relations
director travel monies arose—Sue Lauder will get clarification.  Dues bills have been sent out to each
institution—Dick Lenfest and Scott Nichols asked for clarification of dues increases and how they are
affected by ethnic/minorities grant monies.

Coaches Call Summaries
Baseball:  Scott Nichols reported greatest coaches’ concerns were split into two divisions and setting a
pre-determined site for conference call.  Group took no action.

Softball:  Scott Nichols reported action items included three umpires for games and that all umpires by
certified by taking the NCAA exam.  Concern also expressed about six team post-season format.

Women’s Lacrosse:  John Meany reported action items included addition of Offensive, Defensive and
Rookie of the Week as well as Offensive and Defensive Player of the Year.  



Corporate Partnerships.  Concern had been expressed during evaluations about having Commissioner
seeking additional corporate partnerships, but Commissioner has been told by President’s Council not to
seek such agreements due to possible conflicts.  Group inquired about possibility of seeking list of
companies or businesses that do not pose conflicts with member institutions.  List of current corporate
partnerships reviewed.  Dot Houston suggested that larger quantities of t-shirts be available at conference
championships.  Discussion ensued on possible ways to increase sales on sites of championships and
how they can be available for all rounds of championship play.  On suggestion from Jason Doviak, Sue
Lauder will obtain additional information from Angela Baumann on past sales data and how conference
can promote t-shirt sales in advance.  Further discussion on future of EPS championship t-shirt program
will take place at September meeting.  Ball contracts not expiring this year.  SMA gross up to
$200,359.58.  Sponsorship list will be reviewed at September meeting with list of revisions and questions
that need be to addressed.

President’s Report.  Primary and secondary violations, as well as championship bids, going to on-line
reporting with NCAA.  Commissioner’s evaluation is complete and will be sent to each institution.  Cost of
ice hockey observers was discussed—institutions were charged different amounts in late fashion.

Motion to adjourn Monday’s meeting (Shea, Nichols) approved unanimously at 12:25 p.m.

Tuesday’s meeting reconvened at 9:00 a.m.  Sue Lauder provided clarification on issues that were
discussed during Monday’s Commissioner’s Report.  Scholar-Athlete and NCAA Woman of the Year
forms will be uploaded into MASCAC administrative log-in page.

Committee Reports
Compliance Officer’s Report:  Karen Tessmer provided overview of discussion.  Efforts should be made
To access all NCAA forms on-line.  

SID’s Report – Jim Seavey
Motion (Seavey, Lenfest) that all student-athletes listed on respective MASCAC All-Academic Teams are
those who compete in that respective NCAA championship season of play failed (2-6).

Motion to have MASCAC All-Academic Teams released (Lamb, Nichols) at the end of each semester (fall
for fall sports, spring for winter/spring sports), teams to be released in January and July (4-4) failed.

Motion to create Rookie of the Week (Nichols, Kelley) in all sports to be awarded at the discretion of the
conference office on a weekly basis approved unanimously.  Rookie of the Week is defined with the same
criteria of the conference Rookie of the Year award.

Motion to create Defensive Player of the Week (Doviak, Seavey) in sports of soccer, men’s ice hockey
and lacrosse that would include goalie nominations (3-5) failed.

Subcommittee consisting of Marybeth Lamb, John Meany, Nicolle Wood and Jeff Puleri (MCLA) created
to review current awards in all sports to standardize and develop parameters.  Subcommittee will report
back to membership in March 2014.

Both the SID’s and Athletics Directors recommended that the Commissioner reach out to Presto Sports
for an immediate re-design of the conference website.  Current design does not afford timely posting and
rotation of more than six stories, which is problematic during Player of the Week release dates and during
championships.  SID’s are also concerned about photo sizes and usability of action and team photos in
current design.  Needs to be video component added for multimedia use. 

Motion for student-athletes who are nominated for all-conference as pitcher in baseball and softball and
receive most votes for all-conference automatically be awarded Pitcher of the Year in baseball and
softball (Nichols, Shea) approved unanimously.

Motion to create Offensive, Defensive and Special Teams Players of the Week in football (Seavey,
Lenfest) approved 6-0-2 (Nichols, Shea abstained).

Motion that coaches cannot vote for themselves for Coach of the Year (Kelley, Shea) on any all
conference ballot approved unanimously.

SWA’s Report:  Nancy Bals reviewed discussion on social media policies and best practices, including
adding specific language to MASCAC sportsmanship statement regarding social media.

Recruiting Working Group:  Karen Tessmer reported that group has an in-person meeting in July to
review materials and additional information.

Athletic Trainer’s Report 
Chris Barry (Massachusetts Maritime) & Jeanne O’Brien (Bridgewater State) provided update.  Sickle Cell
waiver recommendations served as focal point of trainer’s meeting.  Schools are at different places in
implementation process.  Massachusetts Maritime is working with Health Services office on implementation, and institutions are urged to develop that working relationship going forward.  Best option for institutions going forward would be waiver that incorporates institutional models with MASCAC templates provided last year.  Trainers have incorporate materials and presented testing waiver document for review.  Group is awaiting approval of revised waiver from conference Executive Committee that will be distributed to all members as soon as possible.

Commissioner’s Old Business
Men’s and Women’s Basketball Schedules.  Motion to accept Wednesday-Saturday schedule (Lenfest, Nichols) for two-year cycle in 2015-16 and 2016-17 approved 7-0-1 (O’Brien abstained).

Women’s Lacrosse Schedules.  Motion to accept 2015-16 schedule (Lenfest, Lauder) approved unanimously.

Championship Dates.  Men’s Golf championship will take place on April 15th and not April 22nd.

Westfield State’s Kelsey Carpenter has been appointed to the NCAA Division III SAAC.

MASCAC Media Relations Director Search Update.  After first interview process, no acceptable candidates were selected as final rounds of interview.  Salary was increased and working space will be found at member institution.  Scott Nichols expressed concern that Council of Presidents had not voted on salary increases.

Motion to increase Jim Seavey’s transitional media relations contract (Nichols, Shea) to $1166.67 for three month period beginning July 1st approved unanimously.  If hiring takes place prior to June 30, transitional contract will revert back to $800.00 month salary.

All-Conference Proposal in Soccer.  Nicolle Wood reviewed coaches’ discussion on composition of all-conference teams.  Majority of coaches voted for 4-4-2 (four defense, four midfield, two forwards) and goalie format.  Motion to accept recommendation to go to 4-4-2 (Lenfest, Kelley) approved unanimously.

Commissioner’s New Business.  MASCAC job board is available for institutional postings on conference website.  Summer reporting will take place and Annual Report/Internal Directory will be complete for September meeting.  Summer and fall pre-season reminders reviewed.  GSR due June 1st.






Other Business:  Salem State has been invited to play at Frozen Fenway event against UMass Boston.  Westfield State has pair of positions open, including head baseball coach.

2013-14 MASCAC Officers slate is as follows:

President:  Bob Corradi, Massachusetts Maritime
Vice President:  Scott Nichols, MCLA
Secretary:  Dick Lenfest, Westfield State

With no other business, the meeting adjourned on Tuesday afternoon at 3:01 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Jim Seavey
[bookmark: _GoBack]MASCAC Director of Media Relations

